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Theorizing a New Agenda for Architecture: An Anthology of ArchitecturalTheory collects in a single

volume the most significant essays on architectural theory of the last thirty years.A dynamic period

of reexamination of the discipline, the postmodern eraproduced widely divergent and radical

viewpoints on issues of making, meaning, history, and the city. Among the paradigms presented

arearchitectural postmodernism, phenomenology, semiotics, poststructuralism, deconstruction, and

feminism.By gathering these influential articles from a vast array of books and journals into a

comprehensive anthology, Kate Nesbitt has created a resource of great value. Indispensable to

professors and students of architecture and architectural theory, Theorizing a New Agenda also

serves practitioners and the general public, as Nesbitt provides an overview, a thematic structure,

and a critical introduction to each essay.The list of authors in Theorizing a New Agenda reads like a

"Who's Who" of contemporary architectural thought: Tadao Ando, Giulio Carlo Argan, Alan

Colquhoun, Jacques Derrida, Peter Eisenman, Marco Frascari, Kenneth Frampton, Diane Ghirardo,

Vittorio Gregotti, Karsten Harries, Rem Koolhaas, Christian Norberg-Schulz, Aldo Rossi, Colin

Rowe, Thomas Schumacher, Ignasi de Sol-Morales Rubi, Bernard Tschumi, Robert Venturi and

Denise Scott Brown, and Anthony Vidler. A bibliography and notes on all the contributors are also

included.
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Architectural Theory from 1965-1995 is complex, nuanced, and somewhat pretentious. Part of the

problem is that contemporary Architectural Theory (and I would call this "Postmodern" theory) is



connected to Continental Philosophy, which is also quite pretentious and often inaccessible to the

vast majority of readers. Quite frankly, a lot of postmodern theory is, in my opinion, meaningless, but

very hip, drivel.That being said, if one is able to separate out the drivel, there is also a great deal to

gain from reading postmodern theory. They key is to learn how to separate the good from the bad.

This book won't teach you that, so you may often wonder, after reading a text, whether you just

don't get it, or if there is really anything to get at all. All of the authors whose essays are contained in

this text are very important in contemporary architecture, and any student or enthusiast of

contemporary architectural trends needs to understand these figures, such as Koolhaas, Eisenman,

and Tschumi (also, all major figures at architecture schools in the US). I would say every one of the

authors here has some good points, although some of them write in far more verbose and

pretentious language than others. But, this book is simply presenting the important figures in

architectural theory, so I won't fault the book for the flaws of the texts contained within. It would be

irresponsible NOT to include all of these texts. Judge them for yourself, and remember that each of

theorists in these pages has critisized the work of other theorists in the textbook. They aren't all

equal, and nobody has claimed they are.The only problem with this book is that it doesn't contain

any illustrations.
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